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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 LIB REV 01165 191254Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-11 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 
H-01 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 
SS-15 ICA-11 /087W 

040091 200640Z/13 

R 171600Z MAY 78 
FM AMEMBASSY LIBREVILLE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1027 
INFO AMEMBASSY ABIDJAN 
AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY DAR ES SALAAM 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY MADRID 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 
AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 

CONFIDENTIAL LIBREVILLE 1 165 

E.O. 11652 GDS 
AGSLK PEPR, SP, GB 
SUB J : CANARY ISLANDS 

REF: A) STATE 122855 (NOTAL); B) MADRID 4422 (NOTAL) 

1 . FONMIN BONGO SUMMONED ME ON SHORT NOTICE MORNING MAY 17 AT RE- 
QUEST OF PRESIDENT TO ASK THAT I TRANSMIT MESSAGE ON CANARY ISLANDS 
TO WASHINGTON. AFTER APOLIGIZING FOR SHORT NOTICE, HE REFERRED TO 
VISIT OF SPANISH FONMIN OREJA JUST CONCLUDED (SEPTEL), AND TO 
SPANISH POSITION THAT CANARIES ARE INTEGRAL PART OF SPAIN. FONMIN 
SAID OREJA HAD ASSURED PRESIDENT THAT THERE WAS NO INDIGENOUS LIBERA- 
TION MOVEMENT IN CANARIES AND THAT WHILE THERE WERE OPPOSITION MOVEME 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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NTS 

IN SPAIN SUCH AS BASQUES AND COMMUNISTS, NONE OF THEM SUPPORTED 
INDEPENDENCE FOR CANARIES. 

2. PRESIDENT BONGO HAD REAFFIRMED HIS SUPPORT FOR SPANISH 
POSITION. GABON, HOWEVER, WAS SURE ISSUE WOULD BE RAISED AT 
KHARTOUM OAU MEETING NEXT MONTH. BY ALGERIA A/O OTHER "PRO- 
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GRESSIVES" AND WAS THEREFORE ASKING USG TO USE ITS INFLUENCE 
WITH FRIENDLY AFRICAN MODERATES TO SUPPORT SPAIN AS WELL, 
SPECIFICALLY NIGERIA AND KENYA. I ASKED FONMIN WHETHER HE 
AWARE OF CLEAR USG SUPPORT FOR SPAIN. NODDING, HE SAID THAT 
WAS PRECISELY WHY PRES BONGO WAS MAKING THIS REQUEST. HE 
ALSO REFERRED TO GOG PERCEPTION OF HOD PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN PRES CARTER AND JUAN CARLOS. 

3. 1 TOLD FONMIN I WOULD CERTAINLY RELAY REQUEST TO DEPARTMENT. 
ASKED IF GABON WOULD TAKE ACTIVE ROLE IN SUPPORT OF SPAIN AT 
KHARTOUM GIVEN RECORD OF VOTE AT TRIPOLI OAU MEETING ON SAME 
SUBJECT, HE REPLIED AFFIRMATIVELY, DISMISSED TRIPOLI VOTE AS OF 
NO BINDING CONSEQUENCE, AND SAID SENEGAL, IVORY COAST, MOROCCO 
AND MAURETANIA WOULD ALSO SUPPORT SPANISH AT KHARTOUM. 

4. COMMENT: WE NOT SURE WHETHER THIS PRESIDENT BONGO'S IDEA 
OR OREJA'S. WHATEVER, IT CLEAR THAT OREJA FOUND VERY SYMPATHETIC 
EAR HERE.TIENKEN 
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